
Sermon Discussion Guide 
January 23, 2022 
James 5:13-18 

Read the sermon text (James 5:13-18) together and briefly summarize the main points 
of the sermon (see outline below). Recapping the sermon text and sermon outline can 
be a helpful way to start the group, even if everyone did hear the sermon. If someone 
did not hear the sermon, at least they have now heard the text, or part of the text…  

Teach us to Pray 
James 5:13-18 

Focus Your Faith 
Sickness ~ What does God tell us regarding sickness? (Jam 5:13-15) 
Those who suffer should pray. (Jam 5:13) 
Those who are cheerful should sing praise. 
God desires relationship with each of us. 
There is a time when the sick should call on church leaders for prayer. (Jam 5: 14) 
The early church did not call on elders for every single event of sickness. 
This was reserved for more urgent needs. 
What is meant by “Anointing him with oil”? 
What does the Bible deny or forbid? 
-       We are not to put our faith in anything earthly. (Exo 20:4,5) 
-       We worship the true and invisible God. 
-       We are not to give any mystical credit to oil. 
What does the Bible allow and encourage? 
-       Throughout the Old Testament, oil was used to show someone honor. 
-       Oil is a symbol of consecration or dedication to God. 
-       It is a physical representation of a spiritual truth. 
Only twice in the New Testament is anointing oil associated with healing. (Jam5:14; Mk 
6:13) 
The verse means when a believer is gravely sick then call on church leadership for 
prayer. 
The anointing oil is a symbol of the believer’s devotion to God. 
The emphasis is on faith and prayer. 
What good is physical healing if it’s not accompanied with salvation? (Jam 5:15) 
  
Healing ~ What does God tell us regarding healing? (Jam 5:16) 
Confess your sins to one another and pray for one another. 
This creates accountability and strengthens the church body. 
Pray that you may be healed. 
The emphasis is on the spiritual. 
In the early church, miraculous healings appear to have happened less frequently over 
time. 
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When Paul wrote his last letter, he left someone sick. (2 Tim 4: 20) 
Eventually every believer in the early church died. 
God can and sometimes works miracles. He is not obligated 
  
Faith ~ When is the last time you attempted anything that depended on God? (Jam 
5:17) 
Without faith we cannot please God. (Heb 11:6) 
When is the last time you demonstrated faith in God? 
Elijah had great faith. (Jam 5:17) 
God defines faith. (Heb 11:1) 
It is not the size of your faith that matters. 
The Object of Faith is what matters to God. 
  
Sermon Discussion questions 
After briefly reviewing the message outline and text, use these questions to further 
examine the sermon and to discuss how these truths apply to daily life, so we can “be 
doers of the word, and not hearers only” (Jas. 1:22). Based on your knowledge of the 
people in your home group, select the questions that will best help you frame the 
group’s discussion of this sermon and sermon text. Don’t feel like you need to discuss 
every question… And feel free to craft some of your own questions.  

1. “Prime the pump” question: Have you or someone you know ever experienced 
physical healing as a result of prayer? 

2. Was there anything in the sermon or the text that stood out to you?  
3. Read James 5:13-16. In what types of circumstances are we called to pray? What 

types of prayer are mentioned here?  
4. How does prayer help strengthen your relationship with God? 
5. Putting our faith in anything physical or earthly, or any person other than God is a 

form of idolatry. Look up these three examples of when God’s people trusted 
physical objects or people. What do they teach us? (1 Samuel 4:3; Judges 8:27; 
Acts 14:11-15) 

6. If “anointing with oil” (v.14) clearly does not refer to some kind of magic prayer 
potion, why does God want us to anoint with oil at all? 

7. James encourages us to pray for physical healing and spiritual healing. How does 
this teaching agree with Jesus’ teaching in the gospels? (Matthew 6:11-13; 9:1-8).  

8. When was the last time you attempted anything that depended completely on 
God? (James 5:17) Is God currently asking you to attempt something that requires 
this kind of faith?  

9. Look at God’s definition of faith in Hebrews 11:1. How does this affect the way that 
you pray? 
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10. Miguel’s Application Questions: 
1. Will your relationship with God be your top priority? 
2. Will you consciously set aside every false god? 
3. Will you live by faith alone in Christ alone? 

11. Why do you think that God wanted you to see/hear this passage today?
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